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Introduction
Goal and objectives
The ultimate goal of the workshops was to use “storytelling” to bring an accurate understanding of 
the Bible to all members of the community. The term “storytelling” refers to the primary method of 
learning and saving information in an oral society. Both the PNG English expression “we're telling 
stories” and the Tok Pisin expression “yumi stori” imply that one person (at a time) is sharing what 
they know, and a group is repeating it and discussing it. 

The workshop targeted the pastors and other Bible teachers of the district. At the end of the 
workshop series, we wanted the participants as a group to have:

1. Studied a selection of twenty passages from the Old Testament and twenty-five passages 
from the New Testament.

2. Learned the flow of the Story recorded in the Bible and know the major divisions within 
both Testaments.

3. Improved their study skills.

4. Incorporated well-led Bible storytelling into their preaching and Bible teaching.

5. Developed the practice of planning and carrying out their ministries based on a good 
understanding and regular review of the spiritual needs of their communities.

6. Begun to conceptualise an evangelism and missions strategy.

Management
The district leadership and SIL made an agreement in 2013 to share responsibility for the pastors’ 
workshops as follows:

 SIL takes care of people and materials that need to come from outside the district.
 The district takes care of everything else, including food and accommodations.

Because the district had no experience running an event for more than a few days, David helped all 
of us to devise a chart to plan the ten weeks leading up to the workshop. The idea was to show who 
needed to do what by when – so that on the first day of the workshop everything would be ready to 
go! This was quite a learning experience for all of us!

Pastor Soli worked very hard to get all of the local logistics organised beforehand. He was good at 
motivating the church leaders to prepare for something completely outside of their previous 
experience. Willie Yofu also worked hard on the SIL side to make arrangements with MAF and to 
stay in touch with Clyde and Johanna. However, a couple weeks before the workshop, Willie 
needed to travel to Kiunga to help his wife (who was in hospital). God provided another young 
father, Biago Husi, who became the workshop supervisor. He ran the workshop camp very
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efficiently. All of the workshop sessions started and ended on time. On weekdays, meals were 
served on time three times a day. None of us had ever seen anything like it!

Before the workshop, I noticed that Soli was doing too much of the practical preparations and not 
finding enough time for preparing the teaching content. He himself made this observation in an 
after-church meeting. As my contribution to the discussion, I retold the story in Acts of the 
development of the role of deacon. In response to this story, the deacons of the Honinabi church 
took on much more responsibility for the food and accommodations side of the workshop. Many 

people helped prepare for the workshop 
by building a guesthouse, a kitchen, and 
pit toilets. A number of women made 
sago, and many people collected 
firewood. During the workshop the 
community donated or sold fresh 
produce and meat. The women’s 
fellowship group ran the kitchen, with 
support from the deacons, and they 
managed to serve regular meals for the 
three-week duration of the workshop. 

Each couple paid K30 to attend the Old 
Testament workshop and K20 to attend 

the New Testament workshop. In addition, various church groups and individuals in the community 
contributed significant funds to cover the costs of buying food and supporting the kitchen crew. The
largest contributor was Kubo Home Ministry.

Bible Resources
Due to an observed shortage of Bibles and related resources, we decided to look for ways to help in 
this area to support the above-mentioned goal and objectives. We considered both the needs of 
individual pastors and Bible teachers and the needs for specific ministries. SIL was able to raise 
enough funding to provide both English
and Tok Pisin Bibles for each participant.
We also provided one copy of a large
Bible resource book to each local church.
We tried to provide audio Bibles as well,
but technical difficulties and transport
issues have caused a delay in delivery.
We hope to have these delivered early
next year. Basic workshop supplies
(binders, exercise notebooks, pens and
pencils, erasers) and supplemental notes
were also supplied.
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Bible Storytelling
Objectives:

Improve study skills.
Incorporate well-led Bible storytelling into preaching and Bible teaching.

Storytelling, including group retelling and discussion, is the most important part of “orality” - which
is the technical term for the way that people have learned for millenia without literacy. Orality also 
includes the use of music and drama, and it involves a lot of learning through observation, 
repetition, and doing. The storytelling model used in the pastors workshops was adapted from 
Simply the Story1.

In each workshop, this model was
demonstrated first by the mentors, and
then each of the participants had at least
one opportunity to practice it in each of
the workshops – either in a session or in
the community.

Preparation
The preparation phase of the Bible
storytelling model developed in the
workshops consists of a mostly literate
study of the passage in Tok Pisin and
English. There are a number of steps to
cover to accomplish this well. To
practice all of these steps, in the first
week of the Old Testament workshop each participant chose a passage from anywhere in the Old 
Testament. Then we took time in the workshop for each participant to work through their passage 
step-by-step, with the help of the mentors.

Choose a passage. The pastor or other Bible teacher must first choose a passage, unless one has 
been assigned ahead of time. We encouraged the pastors to think about the needs of their 
congregation, and also to make sure that over time they cover as much of the Bible as they can.

Learn the passage. This step involves a cycle of reading, translating to yourself, and retelling to 
yourself or a willing partner. Each time you try to improve your accuracy. However, soon you will 
have questions about the meaning and need to go on to the next steps...

Learn the context. For this step we practiced using book introductions, as provided in both the 
Good News Bible and the Buk Baibel. We also practiced reading through the section heading before

1 For more information about Simply The Story, see STS Handbook: Exploring Scripture Through Discussion, 
Listening, and Responding, by Dorothy A. Miller, published by The God’s Story Project. Copy available to borrow from
Clyde, or send an email to info@SimplyTheStory.org, or visit www.SimplyTheStory.org.
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and after the passage. Also, the “Bible survey” (see below) gave the participants more of the bigger 
context to relate the immediate book context to.

Research what you don't know or understand in the passage. For this step we practiced using 
the maps and word lists provided in
most Bibles, and we also practiced using
dictionaries. We also practiced getting
help from each other, especially from
those who have had more education.

Decide how to say unfamiliar things
from the passage in your language. 
For this step we discussed how to
express unfamiliar concepts in your
language. As an example, we said that
measurements could be expressed
through comparison with familiar
objects. For example, Noah's ship was
almost as long as the Honinabi airstrip.

Prepare your presentation. We practiced building an introduction from the context before, tying 
this into the passage at hand, and building a conclusion from the context after. We also practiced 
preparing observations and applications, so that you are ready to lead a discussion and keep it on 
track.

Practice retelling the passage until you can do it accurately and naturally. This step is 
important if you want your congregation or other group to benefit from the hard work you have put 
into studying and preparing your passage!

Presentation
The presentation phase of the Bible storytelling model developed in the workshops consists of a 
mostly oral retelling and group repetition and discussion of the passage in the local language. In this
phase, as well, there are a number of steps to cover to accomplish this well.

Give the reference. The pastor or Bible teacher writes the reference clearly on the blackboard.

Retell the story. This step is where your hard work of preparation will shine (or not, if you did not 
prepare well).

Ask the group to reconstruct and retell the story. This step is optional for a church service, but it 
is very helpful in school-like settings. In the workshop we asked everyone to form little groups and 
reconstruct the story together. Then we asked for a volunteer to stand up and retell the story to the 
whole big group.

Lead a discussion. This is the main area where we have adapted the Simply the Story model to the 
local context. In PNG society, direct questions can easily make people feel insecure. Therefore, we 
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avoid direct questions and instead hold a discussion that is more like a village meeting. The 
discussion has two distinct parts, and it is very important to keep them separate to really understand 
the passage:

1. Observations. This part is introduced by saying something like, “Let's talk about what we 
saw in this passage”.

2. Applications. This part is introduced by saying something like, “Let's talk about what we 
will take away from this passage”.

Conclusion. The pastor or Bible teacher concludes the study by summarising what he or she 
believes is most important.

Non-narrative passages
As anticipated, the participants found it difficult to prepare and retell non-narrative passages. To 
help make this easier, we worked hard to place these passages within the narrative of the bigger 
story (see “Bible survey” below). In the New Testament workshop, we also used the first two 
chapters of James to carry out an extended exercise over the course of the last week to study how to 
analyse a passage and reconstruct it into an outline that can be more easily remembered. For this 
exercise we used the picture of a necklace:

Large seeds – the main points of the passage
Small seeds – the subpoints between the main points
The bark string – the theme that ties all the points together
The knots at each end – the context before and after the passage

Helping Non-Readers
The Bible storytelling model developed
in the workshops is securely anchored in
literacy, in the belief that the pastors
need to base their ministries on careful
study of the written Word of God.
However, we also made considerable
efforts to include non-reading wives as
much as possible. In the first workshop,
the women's fellowship leader – Pastor
Koyabi's wife Esther - facilitated two
afternoon sessions for women only. The
reading wives helped the non-reading
wives to catch-up, and they also had
practice time for the women who are more comfortable speaking up in a women-only group.

As mentioned above, each of the women had chosen a text – which they could now study, learn and 
practise. The women broke into six groups, each with a reader who taught her group a story of her 
choosing. They also turned to each other for understanding difficult words.
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Bible Survey
Objectives:

 Learn the flow of the Story recorded in the Bible and know the major divisions within both 
Testaments.

 Learn well a selection of twenty passages from the Old Testament and twenty-five passages 
from the New Testament and understand their relevance to our lives today.

During the workshops the participants as a group completed a survey of the Bible. We had prepared 
the church building with several items around the room as visual aids. At the front, above the long 
blackboard, Johanna had prepared cards that displayed all sixty-six books that make up the “library”
of the Bible. They were arranged
first under the headings of “Old
Testament” and “New
Testament”, and then under the
major divisions of each
Testament:

 Old Testament
◦ Pentateuch (Law)
◦ History of Israel
◦ Poetry & Wisdom
◦ Prophets

 New Testament
◦ Gospels
◦ History
◦ Letters
◦ Prophecy

In front of the blackboard, we hung a clothesline across the width of the room and marked the 
middle of it “AD”. To the left we marked increments of 500 years back as far as can be reasonably 
dated and showing Creation at the far left. Then we placed the major characters of the Old 
Testament accordingly. To the right, especially during the New Testament workshop, we showed the
major events of the New Testament – all crowded into a small space! We also showed a few events 
in church history and a few events from modern times – a few inventions, PNG Independence, etc.

Around the room we also placed a world map and several other maps appropriate to the particular 
workshop: one set for the Old Testament and another set for the New Testament.

Clyde and the mentors used these materials as reference points to continually call the participants 
back to the context and explain background information.

Over the course of both workshops, the participants as a group also carried out an in-depth study of 
forty-five passages. For each passage, one speaker retold the passage in his language and then led a 
discussion of it. These passages are listed below.
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Old Testament
Genesis 1:1-25 Creation – Days 1-6a

1:26-2:4a Creation – Days 6b-7
4:1-16 Cain and Able
6:9-22 Noah
12:1-9 God's Call to Abram
15:1-21 God's Covenant with Abram
25:27-34 Esau Sells His Rights as the First-born Son

Exodus 3:1-22 God Calls Moses
12:21-28 The First Passover
14:1-31 Crossing the Red Sea
20:1-17 The Ten Commandments

Numbers 12:1-16 Miriam is Punished
Deuteronomy 31:1-8 Joshua Becomes Moses' Successor
Joshua 2:1-24 Joshua Sends Spies into Jericho.
Ruth 1:6-22 Naomi and Ruth Return to Bethlehem
1 Kings 1:11-53 Solomon is Made King
Nehemiah 2:1-20 Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem
Job 1:1-22 Loses everything
Proverbs 1:7-19 Advice to Young People
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 The Suffering Servant

New Testament
Matthew 1:18-25 The Birth of Jesus Christ

2:1-12 Visitors from the East
18:21-35 The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

Mark 2:13-17 Jesus Calls Levi
7:31-37 Jesus Heals a Deaf-Mute
15:21-32 Jesus is Crucified

Luke 4:16-30 Jesus is Rejected at Nazareth
10:25-37 The Parable of the Good Samaritan
18:18-30 The Rich Man
24:1-20 The Resurrection

John 8:1-11 The Woman Caught in Adultery
15:18 -16:4a The World's Hatred

Acts 1:6-11 Jesus is Taken up to Heaven
9:1-19 The Conversion of Saul
13:4-12 In Cyprus – A Magician

Romans 8:31-39 God's Love – Christ Jesus
15:1-6 Please Others, Not Yourself

1 Cor. 13:1-13 Love
Galatians 3:21-4:7 The Purpose of the Law
Ephesians 6:10-20 The Whole Armour of God
Philippians 4:10-20 Thanks for the Gift
2 Timothy 2:1-15 A Loyal Soldier of Jesus Christ
Titus 2:1-15  Sound Doctrine
Hebrews 12:1-11 God Our Father
Revelation 22:6-17 The Coming of Jesus
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For the Old Testament workshop, most of the
twenty pre-selected passages provided the
anchor points for the survey. Before and after
each of these passages, Clyde provided a bridge
from one passage to the next by summarising the
Biblical narrative between the passage just
studied and the passage to be studied next.

When we got to the New Testament, we
continually referred back to the Old Testament
to make the unity of the Story clear. The survey
provided during the studies of the Gospel
passages was a combination of the flow of the
narrative and presentation of major themes of Jesus life. These included his prayers, his parables, 
and his miracles – among other topics.

To help place the Letters in the narrative context of Acts, Clyde provided progressive summaries of 
the book of Act and used maps of Paul's journeys to explain the setting. He also explained the 
purpose of each Epistle.

Community Programmes
The participants formed teams and 
provided an evening program for the 
community – at Honinabi Station or in 
one of the nearby local churches – every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday during 
the workshop. They also led and taught 
in the nearby Sunday services. By the 
end of the workshop, most of the pastors 
had taken one of these opportunities to 
practice out in the community what they 
were learning in the workshop sessions. 
Church services were also planned for 
Sunday mornings and evenings. They 
also re-opened one church and twice led 
services in another village that used to 
have both an ECPNG church and an 
Seventh Day Adventis church, but now 
has none.
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Ministry Planning
Objectives: Develop the practice of planning and carrying out ministries based on a good 
understanding and regular review of the spiritual needs of the communities.

In the Old Testament workshop, the participants as a group completed an analysis of the spiritual 
needs of their communities, and planned their ministries according to their understanding of these 
needs. They looked at each generation individually.

Grandparent generation. They are firmly rooted in orality in the local language. In fact, literacy 
will in general remain inaccessible to them, and they tend to be confused by electronic media. 
Although many older men can understand Hiri Motu, the national languages are not understood 
well enough by the grandparent generation to meet their Scripture needs.

Parent generation. They are also very rooted in orality
in the local language. However, many can read and
write within a wide range of abilities. Many who do not
read have a big desire for Tok Pisin literacy classes.
Those who can read English prefer to read the Bible in
English, and they would like to improve their English
comprehension. The remaining readers prefer to read
the Bible in Tok Pisin. There is very little interest in
reading the Bible in the local language.

Most of the parent generation enjoy watching a video.
There is a huge desire for Bible videos, with preference
for the local language and Tok Pisin. There is almost as
big a desire for Bible audio recordings, with preference first for the local language and then Tok 
Pisin. Educated people are also interested in English recordings.

The youth. The pastors said that orality is the most important way to reach even this age group with
God's Word. They said the youth will take part in discussions, and they can prepare and lead oral 
Bible studies in the local language. This group would also benefit from mixed-language events 
using Tok Pisin as the common language.

A majority of the youth are becoming literate through the public education system. The rest would 
be interested in Tok Pisin literacy classes. The youth are most adept at using electronic media. They 
are increasingly exposed to destructive videos and music, and there is a huge need to offer them 
constructive alternatives. Distribution could be aimed at playback from SD cards, community video 
showings, and FM broadcasting. The pastors said that the youth would be most interested in content
in the local language, followed by Tok Pisin, followed by English.

In the Old Testament Workshop, the participants discussed and came to a consensus on the 
following goals for the local churches to work on in the months between the two workshops:
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Preaching Improved understanding of the Old Testament by the church members
Old People All grandparents know the Good News
Youth Talk to them and encourage them
Sunday School Sunday School running in each station church

Then in the New Testament workshop, the group reported on the local church and district ministries 
planned in the previous workshop. Their reports are shown in the table below.

Local Church Preaching Old People Youth Others

Suabi Pastor preached on
Genesis from 
Creation every 
Sunday. People 
could follow the 
story.

They could retell 
to others what 
they had heard.

Could come every 
Saturday for song 
practice, and 
church leaders 
encouraged them.

1. In retelling 
some people don't 
tell well.

2. Business and 
miss some other 
programs.

3. People could 
tell to others.

4. Story is well 
understood.

Wambi People were 
interested in 
talking together 
and discussion 
together.

They heard the 
good news and 
they knew what 
they heard.

Sat with them, 
preached the Word
of God; they were 
interested. Talked 
with them, and 
they understood, 
but need to repent.

Pastor did this 
ministry visiting 
all the houses and 
counselling 
people.

Chairman: 
Ministry with 
giving 
Communion, 
follows his 
program.

Wodiobi Genesis 1:1-27: 
people understood 
a bit.

Old people can 
retell the story.

6 or more children
also came to 
praising group.

Tiliabi They understand 
retelling the story.

Thanksgiving 
program.

Pastor preaching 
about  

- temptation, from 
Job

- Adam to Noah

Pastor visiting 
houses and home 
fellowship.
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Local Church Preaching Old People Youth Others

Sodiobi Pastor first helped 
to bring back 
backslidden.

Members took part
in retelling, telling 
what they saw & 
application.

Did home 
fellowship and 
will continue.

Girls – are okay

Boys – need to 
work hard on them

Benny has his own
ministry program.

District Youth – 
Once at Nomad 
Local Church

Honinabi They can 
understand that the
changes of 
preaching are.

Some church 
members were 
training now to 
catch up and 
respond.

Were not yet done. Pastor's personal 
encouragement to 
the youth ministry.

Church members 
ministry in the 
village and 
corners.

Nomad & Yehebi Preaching was 
improving and 
people were able 
to take part.

We did not do that
because we were 
only doing our 
own work.

That's that and 
also our 
relationship with 
one another was 
not really good. 
That's why we did 
not help old 
people and youths.

We did not do that
because we were 
only doing our 
own work.

That's that and 
also our 
relationship with 
one another was 
not really good. 
That's why we did 
not help old 
people and youths.

In storytelling only
few people were 
able to retell but 
others not.
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Impact
Although it is difficult to trace observed impact back to specific activities, a number of changes in 
the Church appear to be connected in some way to the development and implementation of the 
Pastors' Workshops.

Working Together
These two workshops were by far the biggest and most challenging events ever put on in the Samo 
community. One of the many benefits that came out over the course of both workshops was a huge 
growth in the feeling of working together. This took place on many levels. The three tribes 
represented worked together; Gobasi got more attention with the mentors' workshop2 last year than 
they had gotten for a long time. The local churches worked together. Relationships were also built 
between Honinabi and Debepari Districts. Finally, the sense of working together between the 
Honinabi District and AMTC has been strengthed.

Discussion (Finally!)
A huge breakthrough that some leaders have been waiting for over many years came in the 
explosion of discussion of the Bible. The storytelling method found immediate and widespread 
acceptance. The way that God's Word is taught was changed permanently in the space of a few 
days. One thing that has stuck out to me is that when the pastor or Bible teacher is trying to close 
the discussion it has become normal that two or three more people want to say "one last thing".

Correcting Misunderstandings
Pastor Willie (the district chairman) mentioned several times that the workshops left no space left 
for the people who tried to say that some of the events in the Bible took place on their land within 
memory of their grandparents. The maps and the timeline has helped them to acknowledge that 
these beliefs are wrong. Looking at a world map certainly shows that the world is much bigger than 
the what most people have thought about. Many older people here have never been further than 
about 20 kilometers away from home!

Another benefit has been an increased understanding of the Story of the Bible, which has also 
helped to minimise misunderstanding. Pastor Willie and Pastor Soli have been good at reminding 
the pastors to stick to the text!

Culture
Pastor Willie explained in the graduation service that for many years God's Word has been floating 
on the surface of the local culture, but that through the pastors' workshops it has gone deep down 
into the culture. He said the reason for this change is that the workshops have brought the Bible 
down to the common man – both literate and nonliterate. He said this change was evidenced in part 

2 Oral Bible Study Workshop, 29 July - 5 August 2013. Yehebi, Western Province, Papua New Guinea.
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by the use of local music, drama, and ceremony to express and celebrate the stories and truths of 
God's Word that had been learned in the workshops.

“The Bible for Everyone”
We thought that we were planning a workshop for pastors, but it turned out to be an event for the 
entire community! Enjoy these glimpses of some of the groups of people reached, some for the first 
time, by God's Word – truly Good News!

Church re-opened. One local church had been closed for almost a year. One of the early 
community programmes provided by the workshop doubled as grand a re-opening of this church. In
preparation for the service, the church members made a village archway and decorated the church 
with palm fronds. The building was packed. Ameo, also the Samo language committee chairman for
many years, told the story of the plague of darkness on Egypt where only the Israelites were spared. 
The service was followed by a meal and a Christian video.

Older women. One older lady, whose group learned the story of Ishmael, was so eager to then take 
a turn telling it. After the first service in the re-opened church, another older lady approached the 
district chairman and enthused that she had just heard God's Word for the first time in her life.

People with disabilities. A teenage boy, who cannot stand up due to a defect in his legs, squat-
walked about three kilometres from his village to watch a Christian movie that was shown during 
the first workshop. He also cannot talk. However, he is hard working and has a beautiful attitude to 
life that warms the hearts of all who are privileged to know him. After the first workshop he decided
to stay in Honinabi where there are Christian people who treat him well. Another young man and 
another girl with disabilities also enjoyed being a part of the workshop.

People who where afraid of death. At one of the church services, Pastor Willie kept everyone 
captivated by the story of Daniel's three friends who refused to bow to the image of the king of 
Babylon. The discussion was very relevant to life here. One application was especially interesting – 
if you are trusting in God you will not be afraid of death, but if you do not trust in God you will be 
afraid of death and go to the witchdoctor when you are sick. After the workshop, in another village 
a former deacon whose fear of death had led him to “backslide” was counselled and brought back 
into the church.

Considerations for the Future
The trial in Honinabi District of a series of Pastors' Workshops, one for the
Old Testament and one for the New Testament, appears to have been a
success. The original hope was to learn from our experience in the Honinabi
District, and then spread a similar programme into other rural areas. This
exciting prospect brings with it many questions. These are the questions that
SIL and ECPNG will need to answer one by one to move forward in this
partnership. May God grant us wisdom!
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